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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL  

Minutes of meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 26 November 2018  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare. 

 

Members Present: Councillor S Power (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, A Breslin, F Brett, 

K Byrne, B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, R Cronin, I Cussen, B Dooley, 

S Doyle, T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick,  B Hillis, I Keatley, C Kelly, P Kennedy,  A 

Larkin, M McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin Healy, M Miley Jnr, 

T Murray, J Neville, N O Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, R Power, T Redmond, D 

Scully, M Stafford, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld and B Young. 

 

Apologies:             Councillor M Lynch and S Moore. 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs J Boland, S Kavanagh, T McDonnell, P 

Minnock and N Morrissey (Director of Services), Ms F Millane (A/Head of 

Finance), Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator), Ms K Keane (Meetings 

Secretary) and other officials. 

 

 

01/1118 

Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and extended his sympathy to the family of the 

late: 

William Dolan, father of Liam Dolan in Housing. 

 

A minute’s silence was observed. 

 

02/1118 

Adoption of Minutes 

The council considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 22 October 2018, together with the 

progress report.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the minutes 

of the monthly meeting of 22 October 2018 be adopted and the progress report noted. 

 

 

03/1118 

Deferral of motions 

The Mayor stated he had received apologies from Councillor Lynch and Councillor Moore who had 

both requested that their motions be deferred to the December meeting (items 20 and 21 on the 

agenda). 

 

 

04/1118 

Chief Executive’s Monthly Management Report 

The members noted the Chief Executives monthly management report. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked that the contractor details be included in the Housing Section 

Capital Programme report.   

Resolved with the agreement of the members present that the Chief Executive’s monthly 

management report be noted. 

 

 

05/1118 

Casual vacancy in the membership of the council 

A report from Ms McIvor advised that a casual vacancy in the membership of the council had 

arisen following the resignation of Councillor Mark Dalton. She confirmed that as Mark Dalton was 

a Fianna Fáil candidate when elected, it fell to Fianna Fáil to nominate a person to fill the casual 

vacancy and in this regard, Fianna Fáil had confirmed they were nominating Mr Brian Dooley. 

Councillor Miley Jnr nominated Mr Brian Dooley to fill this casual vacancy in the membership of 

the council stating he was a well known, hard working community activist, was involved in many 

sporting events and organisations in Athy, was a proud Athy man having been born in Athy and 

both he and his family and his parents were all still living in Athy. Councillor S Doyle seconded Mr 

Brian Dooley’s nomination. As there were no other nominations, Mr Brian Dooley was deemed co-

opted to the council and asked to take his seat. The Mayor and members welcomed Councillor 

Dooley to the council and wished him well for the future. Councillor Dooley thanked the Mayor and 
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the members for their welcome stating he felt humbled by his nomination and thanked Councillor 

Miley and Councillor Doyle for nominating him. He also thanked his family, who were present in 

the gallery, for their continued support.  

Resolved on the nomination of Councillor Miley Jnr, seconded by Councillor Doyle and agreed by 

the members present, that Mr Brian Dooley fill the casual vacancy in the membership of the 

council following the resignation of Councillor Mark Dalton.   

 

06/1118 

Committee vacancies and representatives to external bodies 

A report from Ms McIvor advised that committee vacancies had to be filled and representatives 

appointed to external bodies as follows: i) Witness to the affixing of the County Seal, ii) 

Association of Irish Local Government iii) Dublin Mid Leinster Regional Health Forum and iv) 

Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Strategic Policy Committee on committees and 

appointment to external bodies had to be completed.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor R Power, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by the 

members present that Councillor B Dooley be appointed Witness to the affixing of the County 

Seal. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor R Power, seconded by Councillor Fitzpatrick and agreed 

by the members present that Councillor M Miley be appointed to the Association of Irish Local 

Government. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor R Power, seconded by Councillor N Ó’Cearúil and agreed 

by the members present that Councillor M Aspell be appointed to the Dublin Mid Leinster Regional 

Health Forum. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor R Power, seconded by Councillor N Ó’Cearúil and agreed 

by the members present that Councillor B Dooley be appointed to the Roads, Transportation and 

Public Safety Strategic Policy Committee. 

 

 

07/1118 

NOAC Local Authority Performance Indicator Report 2017 

The members considered the NOAC Local Authority Performance Indicator Report 2017. 

Resolved with the agreement of the members present, the NOAC Local Authority Performance 

Indicator Report 2017 was noted and agreed.  
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08/1118 

Meetings calendar for 2019 

A report from Ms Keane, Members Services outlined the proposed changes to the meetings 

calendar for 2019 due to clashes with CPG and bank holidays and the local elections that were 

due to take place on the 24 May and the subsequent requirement to hold annual meetings. 

Resolved with the agreement of all members present the meetings calendar for 2019 was 

approved. 

 

09/1118 

Gnó and Mhéara/Mayors Business 

The Mayor noted that at the September meeting he had advised the members he had been invited 

to China along with Mr Niall Morrissey, Director of Services and thanked Mr Morrissey for the 

report that had been circulated to the members on this trip. He noted there was a variety of 

reasons why China were looking to do business in Kildare confirming a special friendship had 

been formed with the Guondong province and it was hoped to progress this into an ongoing 

relationship both business and culturally related. He confirmed a television company was visiting 

next month and a number of visits were planned for 2019, to include a trade visit.  

 

The Mayor confirmed he had attended a number of events over the last month including the 

councils Long Service and Retirement awards which was a very enjoyable event and very well 

attended. He also stated he had attended a commemoration event organized by the Decade of 

Commemoration committee and complimented the committee for organizing such a impressive 

event.  

The Mayor confirmed he had attended the Chambers Ireland Awards which was a national event 

and confirmed that Kildare had won 2 awards for the Library in Athy and The Harbour in 

Maynooth.  He also attended the Kildare Chamber awards in the K-Club and stated the positivity 

was obvious with a lot of positive feedback for the supports being given by Kildare County Council 

and the Local Enterprise Office. The Mayor referred to the announcements made on the Urban 

and Rural Regeneration Fund noting a number of projects in Kildare had been successful in this 

regard. 

The Mayor concluded by stating that a serious matter had arisen in that a recent tweet by 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stating the Mayor and Mr Morrissey’s trip to funded by the Irish tax 
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payer which was wholly inaccurate and damaging to his good name. He confirmed that the trip 

had been funded by the Chinese. He further stated that while reserving his position on any action, 

he asked Councillor McLoughlin Healy for an apology and the removal of the tweet, with an 

apology posted, by the close of business that day. Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated she had no 

difficulty in apologising stating it was not clear that the trip was not funded by the Irish taxpayer. 

The Mayor replied stating he had advised the members at the September meeting of the invite 

received which was being funded by the Chinese.  

 

10/1118 

Comhfhreagras/Correspondence 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed 5 items of correspondence had been received and 

circulated to the members to include four replies to correspondence issued on behalf of the 

members and  a request from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government for 

submissions in relation to the elected members role and remuneration review. 

Ms McIvor stated submissions were to be sent to lgreview@housing.gov.ie and asked the 

members to feed into the process.  

Councillor Wall stated the response from the Minister in relation to his motion regarding HAP was 

unsatisfactory and asked that the council write back stating the bond in Kildare is the difficulty for 

potential inter-county transfer HAP tenants. Mr McDonnell agreed with the points Councillor Wall 

made and confirmed the council would write back as requested.  

Councillor Redmond stated his dissatisfaction with the response from COMREG to his motion and 

asked that the council write to the Minister for Communications on this serious issue.  

 

 

11/1118 

Comhdhálacha agus Traenáil/Conferences and Training 

The Meetings Administrator referred to the report dated 18 November 2018 circulated to the 

members. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor Weld and agreed by all 

members present having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended 

by Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 the following retrospective approval 

granted for the attendance Councillor M Miley Jnr to AILG Module 5 training on 11 October in the 

Dublin, Midland & Eastern Region Longford Arms Hotel, Councillors Keatley and Neville to AILG 

mailto:lgreview@housing.gov.ie
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Autumn training Seminar 2018 on the 25 & 26 October in the Hillgrove Hotel, Monaghan at a cost 

of €135, Councillors Larkin and Kennedy to AILG Module 6 training on the 17 November in the 

Springfield Hotel, Leixlip at a cost of €55. Approval granted for the attendance of Councillors 

O’Neill, Kelly, Murray and  Breslin at an event to mark the 100th anniversary since Irishwomen first 

exercised their right to vote on 14 December in the Convention Centre, Dublin, cost to be 

confirmed. 

 

 

       12/1118 

Presentation on Choice Based Lettings  

Mr O Brady, Administrative Officer Housing Department informed the members that information in 

relation to the Choice Based Letting (CBL) system could be accessed via the Choice Based 

Lettings link on the home page of the council’s website www.kildare.ie/countycouncil and then 

accessed via a ‘Login Here’ button.  He stated that once this was done the PPS number and date 

of birth would be requested and once this information was submitted the applicant could login 

using their PPS number and date of birth.  Mr Brady stated that only approved housing and 

transfer applicants could access the CBL system.  He informed the members the system could be 

accessed anytime from 9:00 a.m. Friday mornings to 12:00 p.m. the following Thursday to express 

interest in a property available or change one that had already been selected.  Mr Brady stated a 

new list would appear every Friday and if there were no properties available, the website would 

state this. He also advised that the members would receive notification on the previous day 

(Thursday) regarding the properties that were due to be posted and confirmed applicants had a 

week to make a decision on a property and if they accepted an offer and subsequently declined to 

take up the offer, they are prohibited from using the CBL system for a period of a year.  

The Mayor thanked Mr Brady for his presentation and invited questions from the members. 

Councillor Redmond stated he thought the time periods being applied were harsh and asked that a 

screen be placed on Level 3 showing the properties that were available for letting. Councillor 

Doyle stated this was a very positive development but agreed with the points Councillor Redmond 

had made regarding the timeframes. She also queried how the Housing Department would contact 

people to make them aware they were successful ie. by text or by email. Councillor Wall asked 

how properties were selected to go on this list. 

Mr Brady thanked the members for their feedback and stated the comments in relation to the time 

frames would be considered. He confirmed individuals are only contacted if they are successful in 

http://www.kildare.ie/countycouncil
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securing a property and this confirmation would be by email and/or text. Mr McDonnell noted the 

members were positively disposed to the Scheme and confirmed its introduction on a trial basis 

from December. 

Resolved that the Choice Based Lettings system be introduced in Kildare, effective from 

December.  

 

13/1118 

Presentation from Environmental Services and Water Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) 

Councillor S Power, the Chair of the Environmental Services and Water Strategic Policy 

Committee (SPC) informed the members of the departure of Ms Deirdre Lane from the committee 

who had contributed very positively during her time on the SPC and thanked her for her work in 

this regard. He stated that at their last meeting, the work plan for 2018 to date had been variety of 

policy issues, including Draft Cemetery Bye-laws, safeguarding Irish soil, addressing food waste, 

derelict sites, waste charges, Halloween festival grants, policy around election posters and a 

number of other items. He also referred to the EU Covenant of Mayors which the council had 

signed up to which was going to involve a considerable amount of work going forward. Councillor 

S Power informed the members that the final Draft Cemetery Bye-laws would be presented to the 

council meeting in December and stated a request had been received to rename the 

Environmental Services and Water SPC to The Climate Change, Environment and Water SPC 

which would be discussed at the next SPC meeting in December also. 

A number of queries were raised by the members with Mr Boland responding by firstly thanking 

the members of the SPC for their continued work and effort in this area. In relation to unauthorised 

signage, he confirmed the Planning and Environment SPC’s had a joint meeting and a pilot 

scheme had been initiated in Newbridge on Military Road and confirmed he would circulate 

information to the members in this regard. He confirmed a significant EU funding application had 

been submitted for Electric Charging Points across the county and confirmed that Kildare would 

sign the EU Covenant of Mayors Charter in January.  

 

14/1118 

Section 85 agreement  

A report from Mr B O’Gorman, Environment Department outlined the request to enter into a 

Section 85 agreement under the Local Government Act 2001 (as amended) in respect of the 

provision of veterinary services on behalf of Laois County Council by Kildare County Council.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Ó’Cearúil, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by 

the members present that Kildare County Council enter into a Section 85 agreement under the 

Local Government Act 2001 (as amended) in respect of the provision of veterinary services on 

behalf of Laois County Council by Kildare County Council.  

 

15/1118 

Audit Reports  

The Chief Executive stated the report had been circulated to the members to include the Auditors 

written opinion. He confirmed the formal audit report had been considered by the Audit Committee 

on the 09 November noting the report had been produced by an independent auditor and that new 

national standards had been applied in the format of the report. He confirmed that the Annual 

Financial Statement was correct and unmodified which translates to a clean bill of health. The 

Chief Executive outlined the key items referred to in the report which included the council 

recording a surplus of €0.22m for the year ended 31 December 2017 which reduced the 

accumulated deficit to €0.74m at that date which was a very positive position to be in. He 

confirmed that the Auditor had acknowledged the tight budgetary constraints the council was 

working under and had noted the strong financial stewardship in operation in Kildare and Mr Carey 

complimented both the Finance team and the Management team in this regard. Mr Carey stated 

that in relation to issues that had been raised in previous reports, the Auditor had acknowledged 

good progress had been made in advancing the matters in question.   

Councillor Ward confirmed the Auditor had visited the Audit Committee on the 13 November after 

spending 6 months in the council and at that meeting, he presented a summary of his report. He 

stated that Mr Daly’s key core point was that the audit opinion was unmodified and concluded by 

saying the council’s own governance, risk management and internal audit procedures were the 

best he had seen in 15 years and the member’s declaration of interest procedures the best he had 

ever seen.  

Councillor Murray noted the Auditor was asked at the meeting was there any issues of the concern 

the committee needed to be made aware of and he had confirmed anything that had been raised 

had been dealt with by the executive.  

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that the fact that the Local Government Audit Report had 

received a clean bill of health did not mean that there is best practise in relation to governance 

throughout the local authority noting he had highlighted issues that were critical and needed to be 

looked at urgently. She also noted that she had an issue with the fact that the Chair of the Audit 
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Committee had not brought any of these highlighted issues to the member’s attention referencing 

the €2.5 million roads contract that was not in compliance with procurement and other contracts 

not being tendered through EU tenders. She also stated that it was worthy of note that the Auditor 

has asked the executive to meet with the Approved Housing Bodies Board in relation to issues 

highlighted there. Councillor McLoughlin Healy also queried a €64K loan for Riverbank and 

governance of K-Leisure which had been referred to by the Auditor as ‘critical’ and expressed the 

view that these issues should have been brought to the member’s attention  

Councillor Pender asked the council to explain how it was carrying a €222K deficit and whether 

the council would stop paying Approved Housing Bodies if they did not submit their compliance 

statements. 

The Chief Executive re-iterated the point that he was very satisfied with having received a clean 

bill of health from a professional, fully qualified Local Government Auditor who had confirmed the 

full Annual Financial Statement and accounts were correct. He stated that in relation to the 

€2.5million procurement issue, staff had sought 3 quotes instead of going to the national 

framework but had done so due to the requirement for emergency roadworks. In relation to AHB’s, 

he confirmed the local authority are not the regulator for these and any required follow up work 

that needed to be done in this area would be done and that any AHB that are found not to be in 

compliance, will not be paid. Mr Carey stated that the Auditor had visited Riverbank and was 

100% satisfied with their governance noting the issue regarding the €64K loan referred to by 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy was an accounting technical adjustment. In relation to K-leisure, he 

noted there were no concerns with governance their either but did accept their Board met only 

once in the previous year and this needed to be improved on.  

The Chief Executive concluded by thanking the staff of the council, in particular Ms Sweeney and 

Ms Millane of the Finance Department for the excellent work they were doing in this regard.  

 

 

Tairisceana Reatha Feidhmeanna na Comhairle Contae 

Current Motions Kildare County Council Functions 

 

16/1118 

Policy for proactive tree care in Kildare 

The following adjourned joint motion in the name of Councillors Cussen was considered. 



Kildare County Council  
 
 

 

 
Minutes of Kildare County Council meeting 26/11/18                                                  Page 10 of 20 

That Kildare County Council prepare a proactive tree policy for Kildare, a policy that encompasses 

the care of, pruning, felling and replacing programme. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Kelly. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Cultural and Community Development Department 

informing the members that an annual programme of tree works involving pruning, felling and 

replacement planting is carried out annually around the county. This is largely based on requests 

received through the year from elected members and the public. The preparation of a tree policy is 

part of the works programme of the Local Community & Culture SPC and it is hoped to progress 

work on this next year. 

Councillor Cussen noted the contents of the report stating a motion had been passed at her recent 

Municipal District meeting that a policy be looked at around the collection of leaves and asked that 

the motion be considered by the Environmental Services and Water SPC also. She also asked 

that it be put on record that she felt Residents Associations should not be charged with tasks such 

as grass cutting and tree pruning.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by the 

members present that this motion be referred to the Local Community and Culture SPC and the 

Environmental Services and Water SPC.  

 

 

17/1118 

Update on land and property asset registry 

The following adjourned motion in the name of Councillors McLoughlin Healy was considered. 

As the council’s members are uninformed as to what land and property is owned by Kildare 

County Council, despite members requests for same since 2014, that the council provide its 

elected representatives with the most up to date land and property asset registry, containing but 

not limited to the type of information that would be produced for reports to Government 

Departments including the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillors McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 
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A report was received from the Economic, Cultural and Community Development Department 

informing the members that the Property Interest Register (PIR) was established to create and 

maintain a central database of all land-based assets owned by Kildare County Council. The Local 

Government Audit Service has oversight of PIR (the web-based software package used by the 

project team) and the controls and protocols around it.    

 

Some of the sites captured in PIR were acquired by a number of sections for various statutory 

purposes e.g. housing development, amenity use. The PIR project team does not manage or 

maintain these sites; it simply captures their details centrally for financial management purposes. 

Decisions on the current and future use of these assets still rest with the acquiring sections, where 

most central government reports and other returns are compiled.  

 

In addition to these ‘development’ sites, hundreds of other plots have been acquired by Kildare 

County Council in the 120-year period since the establishment of local authorities. Most of these 

plots were acquired for specific purposes such as cemeteries or road schemes and are not 

available for any other use. 

 

The capture of all historical data and current transactions is a huge undertaking. The PIR acquired 

over 4,000 maps from Land Registry in 2009 including plots and plans in both of the previously-

outlined categories. To date, about 3,100 records have been created in the Property Interest 

Register, consisting of text harvested from physical files and corresponding GIS maps, which are 

being uploaded on an ongoing basis by an in-house Technician. The completion date for this work 

will depend on the technical and administrative resources available to the project in the short to 

medium term. A report containing all GIS and text entries in the PIR system would be a complex 

and voluminous file in any format. It would also contain commercially sensitive information and 

details defined as personal data under the General Data Protection Regulation.  

 

The Property Interest Register team is happy to assist elected representatives and other parties 

with queries and searches relating to specific towns, areas and/or municipal districts. The Property 

Interest Register team deals with up to 20 queries of this nature per month. 
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Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated this matter was referred to by the Local Government Auditor in 

a previous report and asked did the council know or were they able to collate details of what 

lands/assets it has at its disposal.  

Ms Kavanagh stated the lands owned by Kildare County Council suitable for housing had been 

circulated previously, by Municipal District. She confirmed the council had put a Property Interest 

Register team in place and that heretofore it had been dealt with by individual directorates. She 

stated that there was a huge number of historic records and that it was a live, ongoing project. She 

also pointed out that outside of the large city authorities, the Local Government Auditor had said 

that Kildare was one of the authorities that had a lot of work done on this. Councillor McLoughlin 

Healy asked whether the work would be completed by May with Ms Kavanagh advising it would 

not due to the volume of records on hand and the uptake in land purchases adding to the 

workload.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Cussen and 

agreed by the members present, the report was noted.  

 

 

18/1118 

Rates on Sports Facilities and Providing Community Facilities 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Weld was considered. 

That Kildare County Council liaise with the Valuation Office to look at ways of reducing rates on 

sport facilities who are effectively providing community facilities in their area. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Weld and seconded by Councillor Scully. 

 

A report was received from the Finance Department informing the members that The Valuations 

Acts set out the roles and responsibilities of various parties to the valuation process.  Valuations 

are carried out by the Valuation Office, wholly independent to any local authority and reporting to 

the Minister for Finance.  Properties that are deemed rateable are valued by the Valuation Office.  

The Local Authority determines the Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV) which acts as the multiplier.   

 

The Valuation Office is an independent body who under the Valuation Acts 2001-2015 has the 

sole responsibility for the maintenance of valuation lists of all commercial properties in the State 

which are used by all local authorities in the calculation of rates. 
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On receipt of a draft certificate of valuation, representations can be made, in writing, to the revision 

officer in the Valuations Office.  Appeals against a final valuation must be made to the 

Commissioner of Valuation within 40 days of the final valuation certificate being issued. A further, 

final, appeal against a valuation can be made by the ratepayer to the Valuations Tribunal within 28 

days of receipt of the determination from the Commissioner of Valuation. Kildare County Council 

has no role in the determination of the valuations, or in the calculation of same.  

 

During the Rates Revaluation process that was completed in Kildare in 2017 Proposed Valuation 

Certificates were sent to all rate payers in March 2017. The individual rate payers then had until 

18th April 2017 to lodge representations to the Valuation Office if they felt the valuations were too 

high or calculated incorrectly. In addition in April 2017 the Valuation office held walk in clinics in 

Kildare to give rate payers the opportunity to discuss the proposed valuations. 

Final Valuation Certificates were issued on 15 September 2017 and rate payers then had till 12th 

October 2017 to lodge an appeal to the Valuation Tribunal if they were not happy with their 

valuations. In September 2017 the Valuation office also held walk in clinics in Kildare for any rate 

payers to discuss their final valuations. Each sports facility had the opportunity to appeal their 

valuation to the Valuations Tribunal. This matter is for the sports facilities and sporting bodies to 

deal with the Valuation Office and not Kildare County Council. 

 

Councillor Weld accepted the report but stated it was important to note that in some instances, 

GAA facilities are the only community facilities in an area and asked whether the council could 

exercise some discretion in this regard.  

Ms Sweeney outlined the revaluation process and stated the council had advised the Valuation 

Office how we had treated sporting clubs and that if they had a Charity Number, they were 

deemed exempt.  She noted that a number of Clubs had appealed their revaluations but that these 

appeals were taking a very long time to process and suggested the members write to the Finance 

Minister as per the motion also referencing the very lengthy delays in finalising rate valuation 

appeals  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Weld, seconded by Councillor Scully and agreed by the 

members present that the council write to the Minister of Finance and the Valuation Office as per 

the motion also referencing the very lengthy delays in finalising rate valuation appeals. 
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19/1118 

Water Interruptions  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Kelly was considered. 

That Kildare County Council informs householders and businesses located in County Kildare of 

water interruptions caused by works being undertaken by other local authorities in conjunction with 

Irish Water. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor Callaghan. 

 

A report was received from the Environment and Water Services Department informing the 

members that Irish Water is responsible for public notifications of any planned or unplanned 

interruptions to the public water supply and it is Irish Water policy to publish notifications on their 

web page. In addition Kildare County Council posts information on any water interruptions on the 

Kildare County Council website, twitter, facebook etc in an effort to assist the public. 

 

Mr Boland confirmed he had received a response from Irish Water stating that future outages like 

this would be communicated in advance through all communication channels, local 

representatives, newspapers, website, local radio and on social media.  

Councillor Kelly thanked Mr Boland for the update and asked for a copy of the correspondence 

from Irish Water.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Callaghan and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted and a copy of the correspondence from Irish Water 

be circulated to the members. 

 

 

20/1118 

Rural Housing Policy  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Miley was considered. 

Given the ongoing pressure for rural housing in County Kildare that the council set up a committee 

of members, to consider how the Rural Housing Policy of the County Development Plan is being 

applied. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Weld. 

 

A report was received from the Planning and Strategic Development Department informing the 

members that we would welcome the opportunity under the aegis of the Economic Development, 

Enterprise & Planning SPC to consider how the current County Development Plan is applied in the 

context of one-off rural housing applications. 

 

Councillor Miley Jnr stated that the reason for his request was due to the increasingly rigid policy 

being applied to one off rural housing applications in Kildare, especially with regard to policy ref 

HR2 and HR10 of the County Development Plan. 

A lengthy discussion ensued amongst the members with the Mr Minnock reiterating the need for 

balanced settlements. The Chief Executive accepted it was an emotive issue stating the executive 

both individually and collectively are supportive of the members in this regard but noted that one-

off housing is not going to solve the housing crisis. He stated that the County Development Plan 

was adopted by the members, workshops had been run for planning agents in an effort to assist in 

the process and that he had no difficulty with the setting up of a sub-committee as requested but 

did point out that government policy had got much stricter and that planning was and remains a 

quasi-judicial function to be operated under the relevant legislation.  

Following further discussion, the members agreed that the referred to sub-committee be made up 

of 2 nominees from each Municipal District and this be put in place as quickly as possible.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley Jnr, seconded by Councillor Weld and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted and 2 members be nominated from each municipal 

district to sit on the sub-committee of the Economic Development, Enterprise and Planning SPC.  

 

 

21/1118 

Services for the Elderly in Kildare 

The following joint motion in the name of Councillors Murray, Kennedy and McCabe was 

considered. 

That the council report on work by the County Kildare Local Community Development Committee, 

in conjunction with the Age-Friendly programme, on the coordination of services for the elderly 

across Primary Healthcare and Community Care facilities in Kildare. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillors Murray and seconded by Councillor McEvoy. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Cultural and Community Development Department 

informing the members that the LCDC are reviewing the progress of the Health and Wellbeing 

goal and associated objectives/actions of the Local Economic Community Plan 2016-2020 at their 

next LCDC meeting on 28 November. The HSE are leading on this input. This motion will be 

highlighted as part of the discussion. 

 

Councillor Murray stated that at the recent older persons AGM, it was noted that whilst the 

development of health issues was welcome it identified a lack of dentistry, GP’s, public health 

nurses etc with Kildare significantly lower than the national average. She stated that the emphasis 

was now on keeping older people in their homes for as long as possible with the aim being to 

replace nursing homes with retirement villages over the next 20 years and asked that Kldare aim 

to lead on this issue. 

Councillor Larkin stated he fully supported the motion noting that Kildare had the 2nd highest 

number of over 65’s in the country and asked that Kildare feed into a pilot programme where 

services are being enhanced in 9 network pilot sites. Councillor McEvoy stated he fully 

acknowledged that health care was not under the auspices of the council but asked that the 

council engage in every way possible.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillors Murray seconded by Councillor McEvoy and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted and Kildare be considered as one of the 9 network 

pilot sites. 

 

 

22/1118 

Homeless Emergency Accommodation  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Young was considered. 

Now that the cold weather has begun and in the light of the recent death of homeless person 

(details provided) on a Dublin street, the council reaffirms that all persons who present as 

homeless – be they single or with a partner and/or children – will be allocated emergency 

accommodation and in order to ensure this funding will be transferred to the Homelessness 

budget from other council budgets if required. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Pender. 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that as in previous 

years the council has made provision for a cold weather initiative in the county in order to provide 

secure and safe short term accommodation in the winter months. Members are aware that the 

service is run with the assistance of the Peter McVerry Trust. The service provided last year will be 

supplemented this year by the ability to provide accommodation in Kerdiffstown House, on an 

emergency short term basis.  

 

All persons who present to the Homeless Team are assessed and every effort will be made to 

secure emergency accommodation, if it is determined that no other options are available to them.  

While no guarantee that emergency accommodation will be provided in all cases can be given, as 

this is dependent on providers and availability of places, every effort to secure accommodation will 

continue to be made in all cases throughout the winter period.  The homeless team will continue to 

work with the Peter McVerry Trust to secure places and also to provide further places specifically 

for this purpose in Kerdiffstown House over the coming months 

 

In relation to the associated costs, expenses incurred in running this service are recouped from 

the Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government, and there is no additional requirement, 

other than that provided for in the budget, for additional funding. 

 

Councillor Young noted the contents of the report but stated there are still people in Kildare that 

are homeless and living in tents, in particular single men who are not considered to be a priority 

and asked for reaffirmation that everyone is provided with emergency accommodation when 

needed. He also enquired when the new service in Kerdiffstown would be available. Councillor 

Pender supported the motion and enquired with regard to a recent case where 2 people were 

released from prison into homelessness stating she understood some do not engage with the 

council but asked what systems were in place in relation to the scenario as outlined.  

 

Mr McDonnell stated he wished to acknowledge the tremendous work of the outreach team in a 

very challenging area and stated that there was a Protocol in place through the CCMA in relation 

to managing the release of prisoners who do not have homes to go to. He accepted the point 

being made by Councillor Young with regard to single men but stated the primary responsibility is 
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for women and children but noted that the Kerdiffstown facility will be capable of taking 

predominantly men in the next couple of weeks.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Young, seconded by Councillor Pender and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted.  

 

 

Tairisceana Reatha Nach feidhmeanna na Comhairle Contae iad 

Current Motions Non-Kildare County Council Functions  

 

23/1118 

Outsourcing of Speed Enforcement 

The following motion in the name of Councillor R Power was considered. 

That Kildare County Council requests the Minister for Justice to re-examine the practice of 

outsourcing all speed enforcement van activity as the current situation has lead to a complete 

privatisation of this vital Garda role in County Kildare. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor R Power and seconded by Councillor Ó Cearúil. 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department informing the members that this is 

a matter for the members to agree. Councillor R Power stated his motion arose as the function has 

now been totally outsourced in Kildare and that the Gardaí having such a reduced role in this 

function is unhelpful. Councillor Scully stated it was a waste of valuable police resources having 

them sitting in a van as opposed to being visible on the beat.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor R Power, seconded by Councillor Ó Cearúil and agreed 

by the members present that Kildare County Council requests the Minister for Justice to re-

examine the practice of outsourcing all speed enforcement van activity as the current situation has 

lead to a complete privatisation of this vital Garda role in County Kildare. 

 

24/1118 

Standing 4 Women 

The Mayor asked if item no’s 23, 24, 25 & 27 on the agenda could be taken together and the 

members agreed.   
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The following motion in the name of Councillor Pender, O’Neill, Cronin and McLoughlin Healy was 

considered. 

That Kildare County Council noting the recent Cervical Check Scandal, calls upon the Minister for 

Health and An Taoiseach to acknowledge, support and respond in detail to the demands of the 

Standing 4 Women* Campaign. These include Legislation and policy on mandatory open 

disclosure independent of the patient safety bill. Provision of a start and end date and full 

disclosure on the 1800 smears yet to be audited and a breakdown of the new packages being 

negotiated with laboratories carrying out smear slide analysis including mandatory site audits. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Cronin. 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department informing the members that this is 

a matter for the members to agree. 

 

Councillor Pender stated the Standing for Women campaign had asked for this to be raised at 

council meetings and noted it has been approved by 6 councils to date. She confirmed that 482 

cases had been brought to the attention of the programme and of these, 80% had not been told 

their test was being reviewed and a correction made. Councillor Cronin stated this issue was 

raised last May following which there had been a very well attended march in Naas noting the 

least the Government could do was follow through on their previous commitment and fast track the 

smears readings that are outstanding. Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated she hoped the 

message coming from today’s meeting to the women of Kildare was that your council cares about 

women’s health.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor Cronin and agreed by the 

members present that Kildare County Council calls upon the Minister for Health and An Taoiseach 

to acknowledge, support and respond in detail to the demands of the Standing 4 Women* 

Campaign. These include Legislation and policy on mandatory open disclosure independent of the 

patient safety bill. Provision of a start and end date and full disclosure on the 1800 smears yet to 

be audited and a breakdown of the new packages being negotiated with laboratories carrying out 

smear slide analysis including mandatory site audits. 
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25/1118 

HFSS Advertisements 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond was considered. 

That the council calls on the Broadcast Authority of Ireland to extend the broadcast watershed 

from 6.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. for HFSS (foods and drinks high in fat, sugar and salt) food and drink 

advertisements on television and radio to protect children from exposure to junk food marketing. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Cronin. 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department informing the members that this is 

a matter for the members to agree.  

 

Councillor Redmond stated that currently in Ireland, 1 in 3 adults and 3 in 4 children are 

overweight and he felt the 6 o’clock watershed was too early in relation to advertisements of this 

nature.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Cronin and agreed by 

the members present that the council writes to the Broadcast Authority of Ireland requesting that 

they to extend the broadcast watershed from 6.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. for HFSS (foods and drinks 

high in fat, sugar and salt) food and drink advertisements on television and radio to protect 

children from exposure to junk food marketing. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 

 


